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DMM Safety Alert: 

As of February 18, 2015, four people have been killed in 

mineral mines nationwide. Two of these were contractor 

personnel. This, in addition to the seven contractor deaths in 

2014, has prompted the federal Mine Safety and Health 

Administration (MSHA) to issue the alert shown here. Year to 

year, contractors account for between twelve and fifteen percent 

of the man-hours worked on mine sites, yet at the same time 

accounting for thirty to thirty-five percent of serious and fatal 

injuries. 

The Virginia Division of Mineral Mining reminds all mine 

operators to be certain that contractors working on their mine 

sites are properly trained, certified, and outfitted for the work 

being performed. To further assist in reducing accidents 

involving contractors, DMM recommends that mine operators 

check with contractors to ensure the following: 

• Are they trained in hazard recognition and the specific hazards 

in their work areas? 

• Are work area and equipment inspections being carried out as 

required by DMM regulations? 

• Are hazards found during inspections being addressed as 

required by DMM regulations? 

• Are  procedures/practices being utilized in keeping with mine 

company policy and DMM regulations?  
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